DRAFT—Sample Letter to the Editor
New Mexico’s Constitution requires that a 
“uniform system of free public schools sufficient for the education of 
and open to all children of school age in the state shall be established and maintained”.
In the upcoming 2009 New Mexico Legislative session, a landmark education bill is expected to be introduced.  The Legislation proposes to dramatically change New Mexico’s 35-year old public education funding formula. 
For the last several years, it has become increasingly evident that the current funding for education is insufficient to meet the many and diverse needs of New Mexico’s school districts.  (A district could insert specific info—such as “our district has been forced to request emergency supplemental funding”).  A $1million, 2-year comprehensive study and work by a statewide task force has identified/determined the lack of funding to be more than $350 million.
The proposed legislation also recommends a markedly different distribution system—focused on the poverty level and demographic profile of each school district, and thus providing funding to meet the specific needs of each district.  Some examples of how the Public School Funding Formula changes would impact our district include:

$XXX additional recurring funding

For  

_____________________

(Insert specific ideas from


_____________________

your LESC Presentations)


_____________________

among other identified needs for our district’s students.
I strongly encourage our parents, community leaders and district staff to help us create support for the legislation by contacting our district’s NM Legislators and urging them to vote “YES” for this improved education funding system.

Our children deserve, at the very least, sufficient funding for quality public schools.  Please contact me at the (insert District name) Administrative Office for legislators’ contact information and other ways in which you can become involved in this important initiative.
